The story of the new IMU contains a number of remarkable successes. But the Union has also had many difficulties. The Iron Curtain was drawn before the Union had come into existence. It was not at all clear at the beginning how to regulate the relations between the IMU and the ICMs, a question of paramount importance for both parties. Lack of funds hampered the launehing of many projects.
It is too early to assess the impact on the IMU of the profound changes in the world which took place in 1989 and later. It is however certain that the immediate future of the IMU is again full of challenges. 
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